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Aétum eft: Ilicet: Perifii. TER. 


HE ufe of language is the ready communi- 
cation of our thoughts to one another. As 
we cannot produce the objects which raife 
De ideas in our minds, we ufe words which are 
made figns of thofe objets themfelves, No 
man could convey to another the idea of a table or chair, 
without pointing to thofe pieces of furniture : as children are 
taught to remember the names of things by looking at their 
pictures, Thus if I wanted to mention King Charles on 
horfe-back, I muft carry my companion to Charing-Cro/s ; 
and would I next tell him of the ftatue of Sir ‘fobn Barnard, 
we muft trudge back again, and he muft wait for my mean- 
ing ’till we got to the Royal Exchange. We fhould be 
like the fages of Laputa, who (as Gulliver tells us) having 
fubftituted things for words, ufed to carry about them 
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_fuch things as were neceflary to exprefs the particular bufinefs 


they were to difcourfe on. ‘“ Ihave often beheld (fays he) 
“ two of thofe fages almoft finking under the weight of 
** their packs, like pedlars among us: who, when they met 
“« in the ftreets, would lay down their loads, open their 
* facks, and hold converfation for an hour together ; then 
“« put up their implements, help each other to refume their 
“* burthens, and take their leave.’ In thefe circumftances 
a man of the feweft words could not, indeed, talk without 
carrying about him a much larger apparatus of converfation, 
than is contained in the bag of the noted Yates, or any 
other flight-of-hand artift: he could not fpeak of a chicken 
or an owl, but it muft be ready in his pocket to be produ- 


“~ 


_ced, In fuch a cafe we could not fay we heard, but we faw 


the converfation of a friend ; as in the epiftolary correfpond- 
ence carried on by thofe pretty hieroglyphic letters (as they 


are called), where the pi€ture of a deer and a woman finely 


dreft is made to ftand for the expreflion of dear lady. 


Bur the invention of words has removed thefe difficulties ; 
and we may talk not only of any thing we have feen, but 
what neither we, nor the perfons to whom we fpeak, ever 
faw. Thus we can convey to another the idea of a battle, 
without being reduced to the difagreeable neceffity of learn- 
ing it ‘* from the cannon’s mouth :”’ and we can talk of the 
people in the world of the moon, without being obliged to 
make ufe of Bifhop Wi/kins’s artificial wings to fly thither. 
Words, therefore, in the ordinary courfe of life, are like 
the paper-money among merchants ; invented as a more 
ready conveyance, by which the largeft fum can be tranf- 
mitted to the moft diftant places with as much eafe as a let- 
ter ; while the fame in f{pecie would require bags and chefts, 
and even carts or fhips to tranfport it. But, however great 
thefe advantages are, the ufe of language has brought along 
with it feveral inconveniences, as well as paper-money : for 
as this latter is more liable to mifearry, more eafily concealed, 

carried 


























No. 104. Th CONNOISSEUR. 627 


carried off, or counterfeited than bullion, merchants have 
frequent caufe to complain, that the convenience of this fort 
of cath is not without fome alloy of evil ; and we find, that 
in the ufe of language there is fo much room for deceit and 
miftake, that though it does not render it ufelefs, it is much 
to be wifhed fome remedy could be contrived. 


Mew are {fo apt to ufe the fame words in different fenfes, 
and to call the fame thing by different names, that they can- 
not oftentimes underftand or be underftood. If one calls 
that thing black which another calls green, or that prodigality 
which another calls generofity, they miftake each other’s 
meaning ; and can never come to agree, ’till they explain 
the words. It is to this we owe fo much wrangling in dif- 
courfe, and fo many volumes of controverfy on almoft every 
part of literature. I have known a difpute carried on with 
great warmth, and when the difputants have come to explain 
what each meant, it has been difcovered they were both of 
a fide: like the men in the Play, who met and fought firft, 
and after each had been heartily beat found themfelves to be 
friends. What fhould we fay, ifthis practice of calling things 
by their wrong names was to obtain among tradefmen? If 
you was to fend to your haberdafher for an hat, you might 
receive a pair of ftockings ; or inftead of a cordial julep from 
your apothecary, be furnifhed with a cathartic or a clyfter. 


Ir would be needlefs to infift on the inconveniences ari- 
fing from the mifufe or mifapprehenfion of terms in all ver- 
bal combats ; whether they be fought on the fpot by word 
of mouth, or (like a game of Chefs) maintained, even tho’ 
lands and feas interpofe, by the affiftance of the prefs. In 
our ordinary converfation it is notorious, that no lefs confu- 
fion has arifen from the wrong application or perverfion of 
the original and moft natural import of words. Thus, for 
inftance, the word Devi/, is ufed at prefent only as a bug- 
bear for children ; nor will it raife in the moft vulgar minds 
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‘the idea even of. a cloven foot or the {mell of brimftone: 


and all we can underftand by it are, the errand-boy of a 
printing-houfe, the name of a tavern, and the broiled giz- 
zard of a-turkey.: The no lefs tremendous words, damned 
and #elli/b, are ufurped equally to fignify any thing fuperla- 
tively good, as well.as bad: and I am almoft afhamed to 
mention, that we cannot wonder a particular liquor fhould 
be diftinguifhed by the name of di/bop, when the title of the 
higheft dignitary of our church has been proftituted to'a 
more fcandaloas purpofe. A mere country put might be 
ftartled (at this juncture efpecially) at the warlike found of 
a route, a drum, or a drum-major ; which, we know, have 
been long adopted by the fafhionable world without any de- 
fign to alarm us with the notion of a campaign or a battle, 
but only to call us (without a pun) to more peaceful engage- 
ments: and he would be very much furprifed to receive a 
card from a lady of quality inviting him to an Hurricane, or 
perhaps an EARTHQUAKE. | , 


I REMEMBER, when I commenced author, I publithed a 
little pamphlet, which I flattered myfelf had fome merit, 
though I muft confefs it did not fell.. Confcious of my grow- 
ing fame, I refolved to fend the firft fruits of it to an aunt in 
the country, that my relations might judge of the great ho- 
nour I was likely to prove'to the family: but how was I 
mortified, when the good lady fent me word, “ that the 
*« was forry to find I had ruzned myfelf, and had wrote a 
** book; for the parfon of the parifh had affured her, that 
‘* authors were never worth a farthing, and always died ina 
« goal.’’ Notwithftanding this remonftrance I have fill 
perfifted in my rum; which at prefent I cannot fay is quite 
compleated, as I can make three meals a day, have yet a 
coat to my back, with a clean fhirt for Sundays at leaft, and 
am lodged fomewhat below a garret. However, this pre- 
diction of my aunt has often led me to confider, in how 
many fenfes different from its general acceptation the word 
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Ruinep is frequently made ufe of. When we hear this ap- 
plied to another, we fhould naturally imagine the perfon is 
reduced to 2 ftate worfe than he was in before, and fo low 
that it is {catce poffible for him to rife again: but we 
fhall often find, inftead of his being undone, that he has 
rather met with fome extraordinary good fortune ; and that 
thofe who pronounce him ruined, either mean you fhould 
underftand it in fome other light, or elfe call him undone, 
becaufe he differs from them in his way of life, or becaufe 
they with him to be in that fituation. 1 need not point out 
the extreme cruelty, as well as injuftice, in the mifapplica- 
tion of this term; as it may litterally ruzz a man, by de- 
ftroying his character : according to the old Engii/b proverb, 
give a dog an ill name, and hang bim. 


Most people are, indeed, fo entirely taken up with their 
own narrow views, that, like the jaundiced eye, every thing 
appears to them of the fame colour ; and it is no wonder, 
that they fhould fee ruin ftaring every man in the face, who 
happens not to think as they do. From this felfith preju- 
dice we are led to make a wrong judgment of the motives 
and actions of others: I fhall, therefore, here fet down a 
catalogue of fome of my own acquaintance, whom the cha- 
rity and good-nature of the world have not {crupled to pro- 
nounce abfolutely ruined. 


A young clergyman of Cambridge might have had a good 
college living in about thirty years time, or have been head 
of the houfe: but he chofe to quit his fellowfhip for a fmall 


cure in town with a view of recommending himfelf by his 





pteaching Ruined. 
A fellow of another college refufed to quit his books and 
his retirement, to liveas chaplain with a {moking, drinking, 
{wearing, fox-hunting country fquire, who would have pro- 
vided for him Ruined. 
Dr. Clafic, a young phyfician from Oxford, might have 
had more practice than Radcliffe or Mead: but having ftudied 
Vor. Il. ZZz Ariftotle’s 
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Ariftotle’s Poetics, and read the Greek Tragedies as well 
as Galen and Hippocrates, he was tempted to write a play, 
which was univerfally applauded Ruined, 

A Student of the Temple might have made fure of a Judge’s 
Robes or the Chancellor’s Seals: but being tired of faunter- 
ing in Weftminfter Hall without even getting half a guinea 
for a motion, he has accepted of a commiffion in one of the 
new-raifed regiments, and is Ruined, 

A younger brother of a good family threw himfelf away 
upon an obfcure widow with a jointure of 500 /. per annum 
by which he is Ruined. Another, a man of 
fortune, fell in love with, and married a genteel girl without 
a farthing ; and though fhe makes him an excellent wife, he 
is univerfally allowed to have Ruined himfelf. 

















BeroreE I conclude I cannot but take notice of the ftrange 
fenfe, in which a friend of mine once heard this word ufed 
by a girl of the town. The young creature, being all life 
and fpirits, engroffed all the converfation to herfelf ; and her- 
felf indeed was the fubjec of all the converfation: But what 
moft furprifed him, was the manner, in which the ufed this 
word Ruined; which occurred frequently in her difcourfe, 
though never intended by her to convey the meaning gene- 
rally affixed to it. It ferved her fometimes as an ara to 
determine the date of every occurrence—the bought fuch a 
gown juft after fhe was ruined—the firft time fhe faw Garrick 
in Ranger, fhe was in doubt whether it was before or after 
fhe was ruined.—Having occafion to mention a young gen- 
tleman, fhe burft into raptures—O he is a dear creature !— 
He it was that ruined me.—O he is a dear foul!—He car- 
ried me to an inn ten miles from my father’s houfe in the 
country, where he ruined me.—If he had not ruized me, I 
fhould have been as miferable and as moping as my fifters, 
But the dear foul was forced to go to fea, and I was obliged 
to come upon the town, three weeks after I was ruined— 
no, not fo much as three weeks after I was ruined—yes, it 
was full three weeks after I was ruined. 


o R, BALDWIN, at the Rof in Pater-nofer Row; W 











